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ONTARIO EARLY YEARS CENTRE, LONDON-FANSHAWE 
1892 DUNDAS ST EAST, LONDON, ON N5W 3G4 

PHONE: 519-455-2791   FAX: 519-455-0815 

OEYC-LF is a program of MERRYMOUNT CHILDREN’S CENTRE 

What’s Happening… 
 

 There will be NO OEYC program on Saturday, February 18
th

 or Monday, February 20
th

 for 

Family Day. 

 

Looking for more information on our programs or resources? Check out these websites. 

www.familyInfo.ca,  www.merrymount.on.ca  or www.ontarioearlyyears.ca  

 
 

 

 

  

Drop in Hours   
 

Monday    Closed 

Tuesday to Friday     9-4 pm * 

Wednesday evenings 5:30-7:30 pm 

Saturday   9-4 pm ** 
 

*     Closed daily from 12-1 pm  

**   Closed Saturday of Holiday weekends 

Closed the last Friday afternoon of the month 

 

Baby Fun- Thursday 1:30-2:30pm 
Come get active with your baby. Learn simple 
songs and finger-plays, while your baby enjoys a 
variety of sensory experiences.  
 

Date   Activity 

February 2  Water Fun 
February 9  Ball Pool 

February 16  Fun with Fabric 

February 23  Bubble Fun 

 

iCook!- Thursday, February 16th   
 

Beat the winter blahs with some creative new cold 
weather recipes. Come out and join us for iCook as we stir 
up some new family favorites. Each month we share new 
recipes mainly created from local, seasonal ingredients. 
Share in the preparation and tasting of simple, easy to 
make recipes that you will want to make at home.  
 

Featured Food:  Carrots (Soup and Cookies) 

 

Fun Facts about carrots 
 Three Carrots give you enough energy to walk 

three miles.  
 

 The Longest Carrot recorded was 5.14 meters (16 
feet 10 ½ inches)  
 

 The Heaviest Carrot recorded was 18.985 lb   
 

 Carrots are not always orange they can also be 
found in purple, white, red or yellow.  
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Winter Weather Program Cancellations 
 

For up to date information on OEYC program cancellations due to poor weather conditions  

 Listen to AM 980  

 Check at www.am980.ca  

 Call Ontario Early Years Centre- London Fanshawe- 519-455-2791 ext. 10 

  

http://www.familyinfo.ca/
http://www.merrymount.on.ca/
http://www.ontarioearlyyears.ca/
http://www.am980.ca/


 

London Fanshawe Workshops: 

To register for centre workshops please call 519-455-2791, e-mail us or visit us in person. Workshops require a minimum of 
five people to be offered. Reminder calls are made a few days before the workshop. If you are not able to attend, let us know, 
so space can be offered to those on the wait list. Looking for more information on our programs or groups? 
Check out these websites.www.familyInfo.ca or www.ontarioearlyyears.ca for a description of these workshops. 
 

Power Struggles  
Wednesday, February 8 
6:00 to 7:00 pm 
 

Financial Planning- The Basics 
Wednesday,  February 22 
6:00 to 7:30 pm 
 

Just Growing 
Thursday, February 2 & Friday, February 3  
1:30 to 3:00 pm 
 

Math and the Dollar Store 
Wednesday, February 29 
6:00 to 7:00 pm 
 

Letter Fun 
Wednesdays, February 8-29 
1:30 to 3:00 pm 
 

 

 

Babies and Toddlers Need Language Play Too 
 

Canadian Child Care Federation 
 

Playing orally with nursery rhymes, both traditional and modern, is especially magical. From very early in infancy, babies 

respond to their rhythms and rhymes, tickles and bounces. It does not matter that babies cannot understand the words. 

When adults regularly do rhymes with babies, those babies are learning about much more than language. Through eye 

contact and mutually responsive interaction, they discover the delight of shared pleasure and the solid basis this brings to 

relationships. The gentle touch that many of the rhymes invite helps babies recognize their physical boundaries. 
 

Babies also become familiar with the rhythms, sounds and conventions of our language. They learn that if they listen and 

wait just a little, something pleasurable happens ɀ the tickle or bounce at the end. Although they cannot articulate it, this is 

the beginning of knowing that rhymes have a structure that they can predict. Babies who have favourite rhymes anticipate 

their endings and crow with glee the moment you begin. As babies begin to understand the content of the rhymes, those 

rhymes also become their first stories, complete with characters and happenings that can be pictured in the mind. 
 

Not all rhymes are the same and some tend to appeal sooner than others: 
 

Ɇ &ÏÒ ÎÅ×ÂÏÒÎÓ and very young babies: Rhymes that have a gentle physical element, working down the face, patting the feet, 

giving a little bounce and drop, such as Shoe the Wild Horse. 

Ɇ &ÏÒ ÏÌÄÅÒ ÂÁÂÉÅÓȡ Rhymes with more elaborate language and often, though not always, more boisterous actions, such as 

Father and Mother and Uncle John. 

Ɇ υϹ - 2 years: Rhymes like Dr. Foster Went to Gloucester that rely less on a physical punch line and more on story. 

Ɇ φ - 2½ years: Simple finger plays, such as 0ÕÔ 9ÏÕÒ &ÉÎÇÅÒ ÉÎ &ÏØÙȭÓ (oleȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÏÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÁÄÕÌÔȭÓ 

help. 

Ɇ φ½ - 3 years: More complex finger plays and rhymes that invite large miming actions, like Up, Up the Candlestick. Adult 

help may well still be needed. Also good are nonsense rhymes such as Dilly Dilly Piccalilli that are silly or whimsical, now 

ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÇÒÁÓÐ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÒÅÁÌ ÔÏ  ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÏ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÓÐÏÔÔÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔȢ 
 

Children who have had rich language experience begin to enjoy listening to simple stories when they are about two years 

old. Now playing with rhymes complements listening to stories. Rhymes that preschoolers enjoyed in one way when they 

were smaller can now to be enjoyed in other ways. Bouncing rhymes like Father and Mother and Uncle John can be acted 

out. Touching rhymes like Shoe the Wild Horse can be done on a friend, parent or doll. As the children gain more ease with 

language and movement, they take possession of the material they like and use it actively in their own way in their play. 

 

Please Remember:  All OEYC programs are 

working to be scent free and peanut free 

environments. 

 

http://www.familyinfo.ca/
http://www.ontarioearlyyears.ca/

